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[N CUBAN SWAP

Florlda In Prlsm_]er Dea

¢ip UNDER WAN

CPYRGHT

_mﬁmanrmy
[Maritime Editor of The Sun]
" The S8.8. African Pilot sailed
from Baltimore at.3.05 P:M. yes-
terday to pick up American Red
Crogs medicines and foqds to he
uséd “as ransom for 1,113 Cuban
ipyasion prisoners.
The $53,000,000 cargo, is fo be
at Port Everglades, Fla., by the]

Wednesday.

eonsummated  successfully,
a dramatic role in a Christmas
exchange of human'lives for vital
medicines dnd foods.,, . |

g Donovan In Mlarxg( ‘

As the American-flag ship sailed,
.. Donovan, a New York
who has been trymg to
obtain#the prisoners’ reiease;;ar-
rivett in Mnml to confer with offi-

i

time the freighter arrlves there}

. If the current negotlatwns with/|
Cuban Premier Fidel Castro are|
,the;
Baltimore-manned ship will play’

: ernmen"; is not

cials of the Cuban Families Com-

mlttee

. He was_accomphnied by Alverta!

Sanches and Mrs, Berla Berreto, !

two kev figures in the negotiatipns.|
In Washingion, Lincoln, Wh.uc

ment said he expects ‘Douay: anj
will retyrn to Havana. bhorUy to,
1esume negutxatlom ’

ause of the anxiety' to have‘
the prisoners returned to  the
Umte;d States by Chrlstmas, the
ship ‘was ordered under’ way. iny
o:rdu‘ to be on hand. as soon as.
loadmg of the rnerchandl,,c can
e startC'l

$§2 000,000 Demanded ,
h nas peen’ demanding
"$62 008‘000 ransom for q;%éptg%res
‘from the disastrous Bay. of Pigs)
invasion attempt of Aprll 1961
Medicines and food have heen
-reported in vxtr emely short, supply
throughout the island country. A
Turkish .reporter who ‘just left!
Havana stated that the shortages
wete creafing consider able unrest}
throughout Gaba.
£ AN of the. neg(ﬁ'iatmngw_m the
“United States are Telng carried on
‘by Donovan und the American Re d
i Cross. The Farrell Lines’ ship v;asq

press officer for the State Def)mt ,r

J as its crow was enmplete. A slight

1 supervising the deactivation of the

At the State Depagtment, White-
said that the Uniled States Gov::
ing part directly:
in Donavan’s efforts, although
vauous agencm% are , providing

qympa1 etie™ Help.

This help, he said.  included
validation of Dgpovan's passport
for travel to Cubn and prepara-

"tions to‘extedd Jrmmigration and

naturalization “alds te the’ pris-
oners oncé thev 1erun this
country.

At his news <on[etence lagt

week, President Kennedy p«:‘

pressed sympathy ~ith effor(s to
{ree the prisoners.

The African Pilot sailed as soon

delay  was r*ncmmtcx‘ed because
the doctor who checks out the
crew before boarding ships had
not been notified in advance so
that he would be set up early to.
examine them.

Capt. Alfred Bourem, who was

freighter in Baltimore, sailed out
as its master.

The African Pilot had arrived
in Baltimore last Thursday to be-
gin getting ready to go back into|
the nation’s reserve merchant ship
fleet. It was being traded in by
$he Farrell Lings on its new build-
ing program. .

Go-Ahead 8ignal Given

Because of its near stale of
readiness, the . American, Red
Cross asked for its -availahility]
and the steamship line gaye the]

American Steamship Lines N
cated # would give any gener?
assistance needed by Farrell or
the American Red Cross to under-
write any costs that might be ex-
pended on this particular voyage.

The committee is composed of
the nation’s .fifteen subsidized
steamship “lines. However, the
trade association group empha-
sized that the Red Cross is in
charge and i cdrrying on all the
negotiations.

* Railroads Cooperate

The medicines and foods are
heing transported to Port Ever-
glodes through the cooperation of
railroads serving that area.

The retail value of the supplies
is quoted at $53,000,000.

Ilelatives of the Havana prison-
ers have expressed confidence
that this lime the captives would
really. be freed. An earlier acca-
sion, sucéess was not achieved,

althmu;.h it was near.
[’fnv mother of one said,

£0- ahead <1gnal :
. . for

“ Al hear sounds good.”
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